
Central Midlands Council of  Governments

Board Meeting

Thursday, February 24th, 2022



Determination of  Quorum

Approve Order and Contents of  the Overall Agenda

Call to Order Foster Senn, Chair

Invocation

Good News from CMCOG, 

Around the Region, and Regional Spotlight
Benjamin Mauldin

Introduction of  Guests

Foster Senn

Introduction of  New Board Members

Paul Livingston



• Workforce

• The Workforce Department is currently accepting applications for their Incumbent Worker Training (IWT) 

program.

• IWT is a grant program that may assist businesses that need to increase the skills of  their existing workforce 

with funding to offset some of  the costs of  training.

• The application and guidelines are available at www.midlandsworkforce.org.

• Applications for the first round of  funding are due by Friday, March 3, and we anticipate another round of  

application acceptance to open immediately after.

• Ombudsman Program

• The Central Midlands Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program has volunteer training scheduled for the dates 

below.  These trainings will be offered in person and via Zoom.  If  you know of  someone interested in becoming 

a Volunteer Ombudsman, please have them contact Fretoria Addison @ 803-376-5389 or at 

Ombudsman@centralmidlands.org

• March 15th – Part I and March 29th – Part II – Training for March 2022

• April 12th – Part I and April 26th – Part II – Training for April 2022

Good News from CMCOG and Around the Region

http://www.midlandsworkforce.org/
mailto:Ombudsman@centralmidlands.org


Good News from CMCOG and Around the Region
• Aging

• In February, Senior Resources launched a new pilot project with the City of  Columbia Parks and Recreation at 

the Katheryn M. Bellfield Booker Washington Heights Cultural Arts Center to provide group dining on select 

Mondays and Wednesdays for seniors in the community. City staff  provides activities for the seniors and 

Senior Resources provides meals and nutrition education covered through Department on Aging funding. If  

the pilot proves successful, the opportunity exists to expand to other community centers around Columbia.

• Newberry County Council on Aging has hired a new staff  member to oversee the Homecare and Adult Day 

Care departments.  Ms. Hyatt is an RN and is a resident of  Newberry County. In addition, with the closing of  

the only grocery store in Whitmire, SC, the NCCOA has placed a larger vehicle in that area to provide essential 

shopping trips on Friday. To setup a ride, seniors can call 803-276-8266.

• Planning

• The Congaree Biosphere Region developed a short marketing film highlighting the unique natural assets and 

history of  the Lower Richland County area within and around Congaree National Park. This project included 

representatives from the CMCOG, the SC National Guard, South East Rural Community Outreach (SERCO), 

and the Town of  Eastover. The film is expected to come out by April 2022, helping to promote the 

internationally-recognized Congaree Biosphere Region and the heritage tourism and ecotourism opportunities 

available in the region, and kickstart discussions around equitable tourism and sustainable community 

development. You may visit the National Park Service website or contact Guillermo Espinosa for more 

information.



ACTION

1. Approval of  the Minutes of  the Board Meeting – 27 January 2022 (Enclosure 1)

2. COATS MPO congestion Management Plan (Enclosure 2)

Consent Agenda Items



ACTION

1. Quarterly Financial Status Report (2nd Quarter FY 22) (Enclosure 3)

2. 2020-2027 TIP Amendment – Lower Saluda Greenway (Enclosure 4)

3. 2020-2027 TIP Amendment – COATS MPO Guideshare (Enclosure 5)

4. 2022 & 2023 RPWP Amendment – Bike/Ped Master Plan (Enclosure 6)

Regular Agenda Items



ACTION

Petula Hendley,

Director – Financial Management & Supportive Services

Quarterly Financial Status Report

(2nd Quarter FY 22)

(Enclosure 3)





ACTION

Gregory Sprouse, 

Director – Research, Planning, and Development

2020-2027 TIP Amendment –

Lower Saluda Greenway

(Enclosure 4)





ACTION

Reginald Simmons,

Deputy Executive Director / Director - Transportation

2020-2027 TIP Amendment –

COATS MPO Guideshare

(Enclosure 5)



2020 – 2027 
MPO & RPO TIP 
AMENDMENTS –

GUIDESHARE FUNDS

By 

Reginald Simmons

CMCOG Board of Directors

February 24, 2022



2020 – 2027 
MPO & RPO TIP AMENDMENTS

• Staff requests a first reading approval to amend the 2020 – 2027 MPO TIP and the 

2020 – 2027 RPO TIP to add the following guideshare allocations beginning in FY 

2022.

• CMCOG Rural TIP - $4,000,000 Per Year

• COATS MPO Urban TIP - $21,925,067 Per Year



2020 – 2027 
MPO & RPO TIP AMENDMENTS

Historically, SCDOT has provided funding to COGs and MPOs through their System Upgrade 

Program.

 The program distributes funding, known as guideshare, to the COGs and MPOs for the purpose 

maintaining and improving their transportation network.

 Since 2018, $138 million has been divided between the 10 COGs and 11 MPOs.

 SCDOT has historically revisited the funding formula approximately 2 years after the census to 

capture any changes in census defined urbanized area population.



2020 – 2027 
MPO & RPO TIP AMENDMENTS

SCDOT has recently changed the System Upgrade Program to the Regional Mobility Program.

The purpose of the Regional Mobility Program is to use a corridor-based data driven analysis 

in identifying potential transportation improvements.

Project corridors will be studied to identify the most effective low-cost improvement prior to 

capacity expansion.

SCDOT will assist COGs and MPOs in conducting this analysis through their feasibility studies 

when a potential project or corridor has been identified.



2020 – 2027 
MPO & RPO TIP AMENDMENTS

• With the introduction to this new program, SCDOT has increased the guideshare

allocation to COGs and MPOs from $138 million to $164 million.

• This $26 million increase takes effect beginning in fiscal year 2022.

• Guideshare adjustments is as follows:

Current  +   Adjusted   =  New Guideshare

• CMCOG Rural Guideshare $2,883,809 + $1,116,191 = $4,000,000

• COATS MPO Guideshare $19,199,714 + $2,725,353 = $21,925,067



2020 – 2027 
MPO & RPO TIP AMENDMENTS

• Questions



ACTION

Reginald Simmons,

Deputy Executive Director / Director - Transportation

2022 & 2023 RPWP Amendment –

Bike/Ped Master Plan

(Enclosure 6)



FY 2022 & 2023 RURAL PLANNING 
WORK PROGRAM AMENDMENT –
CITY OF NEWBERRY BIKE AND 

PEDESTRIAN MASTER PLAN

By

Reginald Simmons

CMCOG Board of Directors

February 24, 2022



FY 2022 & 2023 RPWP AMENDMENT

• Staff requests first reading approval to amend the FY 2022 & 2023 RPWP to add the 

City of Newberry Bike and Pedestrian Master Plan.



FY 2022 & 2023 RPWP AMENDMENT

• The RPWP is the planning document developed by the CMCOG Rural Planning 

Organization (RPO) that identifies the transportation planning activities that will occur in 

the upcoming fiscal years.

• CMCOG has been approached by the City of Newberry to consider a complete street 

initiative in developing a Bike and Pedestrian Master Plan.

• This means that future transportation projects will make the street network better and 

safer for people walking, biking, driving, riding transit, and moving actively with assistive 

devices—making the community a better place to live.



FY 2022 & 2023 RPWP AMENDMENT

• Though coordination and collaboration with SCDOT, the City of Newberry, 

local transit services, and the general public, CMCOG will develop a Bike 

and Pedestrian Master Plan.

• CMCOG will assist with management, procurement, and development of this 

master plan.

• Inclusion in the RPWP allows CMCOG to develop these details in 

preparation of this project.



FY 2022 & 2023 RPWP AMENDMENT

▪ Staff is requesting to include CMCOG’s technical assistance for the City of 

Newberry Bike and Pedestrian Master Plan in the 2022 & 2023 RPWP.

▪ Questions



ACTION

Darren Ledbetter

Project Development Overview and

Project Status Update



Darren Ledbetter, PE
Program Manager



▪Common Acronyms

▪COATS/CMCOG Widenings

▪COATS/CMCOG Intersections

▪COATS/CMCOG Interchange

▪Bridge Replacement Projects

▪Interstate Rehabilitation Projects

▪Interstate Widening Projects

Agenda



▪PE – Preliminary Engineering

▪RW or ROW – Right-of-Way

▪CE&I – Construction Engineering and 

Inspection

▪IMR – Interchange Modification Report

▪CE – Categorical Exclusion

Common Acronyms



▪Construction is underway

▪Current Completion Date August 2022

Hard Scrabble Road Widening

Farrow Rd

Kelly Mill Rd

Clemson Rd



▪Project was let in November 2021

▪Anticipated Start Spring 2022

Leesburg Road Widening

Fairmont Rd

Lower Richland Blvd

Ulmer Rd



▪ROW Acquisition will begin 1st Quarter 2022

▪Construction anticipated to begin late 2023 or early 2024

S-48 Widening

Crooked Creek Rd

Woodthrush RdE. Boundary St. 

Amicks Ferry Rd.



▪Construction is underway.

▪Anticipated Completion in Summer 2022

US 1 Widening – Phase II

W. Hampton St.

Clover Rd.

S-23
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▪Project was let in November 2021

▪Anticipated Start Spring 2022

Leesburg @ Patricia Drive Intersection
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▪ Reconfigure Existing I-26 @ US 21 Interchange

▪ IMR and CE Document have been approved by 
FHWA

▪ ROW acquisition began February 2021

▪ Anticipated letting date of August 2022

I 26 and US 21 (Exit 119)



Bridge Replacement Schedule

Project Status

US 1 over CSX RR (Richland) Letting Fall 2021

US 378 over Horse & Hollow Creek 
(Lexington)

Under Construction

SC 555 over SCL Railroad (Richland)

ROW Acquisition began
November 2020 

Letting Fall 2024

US 21 over Congaree Creek
(Lexington)

ROW Acquisition began 
September 2021



Bridge Replacement Schedule
Project Status

SC 34 over NS Railroad (Newberry) Let October 2021

I-126 (Elmwood Ave) over SCL RR 
(Richland)

Design Underway

US 176 (River Dr) over SCL RR 
(Richland)

Design Underway

US 21 (Blossom St) over Southern & 
SCL RR (Richland)

Design Underway



Interstate Rehabilitation Schedule

Project Status

I-26 Rehab MM 60-75 (Newberry) Under Construction

I-26 Rehab MM 75-85 (Newberry) 2nd Quarter 2022 Letting



Interstate Widening Schedule (Design Build)

Project Status

I-20 from MM 49 to MM 60 
(Lexington County)

Anticipated Completion 
March 2022

I-26 from Exit 85 to Exit 101 Under Construction



Contact Information:

Darren Ledbetter

ledbettedl@scdot.org

803-737-0172

QUESTIONS?



INFORMATION

Ben Mauldin, 

Executive Director

Executive Director’s Report



INFORMATION
• Raise Grants: The Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity, or RAISE Discretionary 

Grant program, provides a unique opportunity for the DOT to invest in road, rail, transit and port projects that 

promise to achieve national objectives. Previously known as the Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage 

Development (BUILD) and Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) Discretionary 

Grants, Congress has dedicated nearly $8.9 billion for twelve rounds of  National Infrastructure Investments to 

fund projects that have a significant local or regional impact

• Eligibility Details

• Eligible applicants are:

• State, local, and tribal governments, including U.S. territories

• Transit agencies

• Port authorities

• Metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs), and

• other political subdivisions of  State or local governments

• Deadline Details

• Applications are to be submitted by April 14, 2022 by 5 p.m.

• Award Details

• $1.5 billion is available under the FY 2022 RAISE program. FY 2022 RAISE grants are for capital 

investments in surface transportation infrastructure and are to be awarded on a competitive basis for 

projects that will have a significant local or regional impact



INFORMATION
• New Board Member Orientation: CMCOG staff  will be scheduling an orientation for our new board 

members, where you will meet the Program Directors and receive information about each program.

• Ombudsman

• The Central Midlands Ombudsman Program was notified on Friday that a resident died at Twilite Manor in 

West Columbia, SC and the other residents were being moved. We had staff  onsite within 30 minutes of  

being notified. There were 14 residents in the facility. What actually took place was the facility had no staff  to 

care for the residents during the early morning hours. One resident called 911 for assistance, LE and EMS 

went to the facility. DHEC also went to the facility and the facility was issued three citations related to

1. No staff

2. Residents not getting their medications and

3. Residents not getting meals. The facility continues to have a license.



Emergency Broadband Benefit recipients fully enrolled as of December 31, 2021 will automatically continue to receive their current 
monthly benefit until March 1, 2022. You can learn more about the program transition and steps you may need to take to stay 
enrolled after March 1st, by visiting fcc.gov/broadbandbenefit.
About the Affordable Connectivity Program
The Affordable Connectivity Program is an FCC benefit program that helps ensure that households can afford the broadband they
need for work, school, healthcare and more.
The benefit provides a discount of up to $30 per month toward internet service for eligible households and up to $75 per month for 
households on qualifying Tribal lands. Eligible households can also receive a one-time discount of up to $100 to purchase a laptop, 
desktop computer, or tablet from participating providers if they contribute more than $10 and less than $50 toward the purchase 
price.
The Affordable Connectivity Program is limited to one monthly service discount and one device discount per household.
Who Is Eligible for the Affordable Connectivity Program?
A household is eligible for the Affordable Connectivity Program if the household income is at or below 200% of the Federal Poverty 
Guidelines, or if a member of the household meets at least one of the criteria below:
•Participates in certain assistance programs, such as SNAP, Medicaid, Federal Public Housing Assistance, SSI, WIC, or Lifeline;
•Participates in Tribal specific programs, such as Bureau of Indian Affairs General Assistance, Tribal TANF, or Food Distribution
Program on Indian Reservations;
•Participates in the National School Lunch Program or the School Breakfast Program, including through the USDA Community 
Eligibility Provision;
•Received a Federal Pell Grant during the current award year; or
•Meets the eligibility criteria for a participating provider's existing low-income internet program.

https://www.fcc.gov/broadbandbenefit
https://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty-guidelines
https://www.fcc.gov/lifeline-consumers


Upcountry Fiber to bring 2,800 miles of high-speed fiber internet to unserved and underserved areas of Anderson County

January 28, 2022

Upcountry Fiber, an internet service provider created by utility cooperatives Blue Ridge Electric Co-op (BREC) and West Carolina Rural Telephone Cooperative (WCTEL) announce 
they have been selected by Anderson County to bring more than 2,800 miles of high-speed fiber internet access to the unserved and underserved parts of Anderson County to help 
bridge the “digital divide” where little to no access exists. The funding needed to complete the rollout is projected at $175 million at current material through existing service 
providers.

A study conducted by Palmetto Engineering identified need within the county for tens of thousands of unserved and underserved households and businesses, which will benefit from 
having access to this critical utility. The process of broadband construction and funding can be arduous, however the diligence exhausted in completing the research, selection of a 
partner in Upcountry Fiber and guidance from state officials are all vital steps in providing broadband to Anderson County communities.

“We are proud to partner with Upcountry Fiber to bring a better quality of life and economic competitiveness to Anderson County through broadband internet access,” said Mark 
Williamson, chief information officer for Anderson County. “This project will advance with the speed of the funding that can be appropriated by our elected officials at the federal, 
state and local level, as well as investment from Upcountry Fiber. We look forward to the next step of beginning construction.”

“Upcountry Fiber is excited to be working with Anderson County and its school districts to help children and teachers have access to the speed of information that their peers in other 
areas of the Upstate already have to help them excel,” said Jeff Wilson, president and CEO of WCTEL. “Although the need has been apparent for some time, the pandemic exposed 
critical needs that were exceptional in nature including e-learning and virtual medical care via an internet connection that left some citizens without access to essential services.”

“Cooperatives like Blue Ridge and WCTEL have been supporting under and unserved areas with critical utilities for decades when others would not, “said Jim Lovinggood, chief 
executive officer of BREC. “It is only natural for Upcountry Fiber to be a part of bringing progress through access to broadband to Anderson County. We look forward to helping 
Anderson County, with support of additional government funding, to bring this project to life.”

By focusing on the unserved and underserved populations of the county, our new partnership will ensure that our citizens will now have options for access to all critical utility services 
including broadband.

Upcountry Fiber had already planned to expand its service to the La France/Pendleton, Pierceville and Townville areas in 2022 as a part of its existing broadband rollout strategy.

Upcountry Fiber officially launched in June 2021 and has since completed more than 300 miles of high-speed fiber in Pickens and Oconee, with 1,200 households, businesses and 
schools served and 2,100 orders placed. The majority of these are in unserved and underserved rural areas.

https://whosonthemove.com/upcountry-fiber-to-bring-2800-miles-of-high-speed-fiber-internet/
https://whosonthemove.com/upcountry-fiber-to-bring-2800-miles-of-high-speed-fiber-internet/


Adjourn

Next Meeting – 24 March 2022

Other Business

Old/New Business


