
Central Midlands Council of  Governments

Board Meeting

Thursday, May 23rd, 2024



Determination of  Quorum

Approve Order and Contents of  the Overall Agenda

Call to Order Will Brennan, Chair

Invocation

Introduction of  New Board Members & Guests

Good News from CMCOG - Around the Region Will Brennan

Chairman’s Introduction Will Brennan





Justin P. Powell is the new 
Secretary of Transportation

South Carolina Senate confirmed Justin P. Powell to 
serve as the next Secretary of Transportation. 
Powell was appointed by the South Carolina 

Department of Transportation Commission to serve 
as the next Secretary of Transportation.



With Staley directing a relentless attack from the 
sideline, the Gamecocks (38-0) became the 10th 
Division I team to go through a season without a 
loss. And they accomplished the feat after they 
lost all five starters from last season’s team that 
lost to Clark’s squad in the national semifinals.

“When young people lock in and have a belief, 
and have a trust, and their parents have that same 
trust, this is what can happen,” Staley said. “They 

made history. They etched their names in the 
history books.”

USC finishes perfect season with 
NCAA championship



Columbia unveils new 
city logo and branding. 

The city unveiled a new logo and 
branding guidelines officials said will 

help better pitch Columbia to developers 
and capture the city’s story.

The logo is accompanied by a new 
slogan: “Together, We Are Columbia.”



Newberry Veterans Affairs recently teamed up 
with the National Wild Turkey Federation 
(NWTF) S.C. Wheelin’ Sportsman to host a 
fishing day at Hidden Lake at the Newberry 

Recreation Complex, in the City of Newberry. 
“This fishing event was a way to pay tribute to 
the families of active-duty personnel, veterans 

and those currently serving abroad,” said 
Director of Newberry County Veterans’ Affairs, 

Raleigh Hickman. 

City of Newberry hosts a 
Fishing Day 



Named after former town 
council member Virginia 

Hylton, who served Lexington 
from 1981 to 1998, the newly 

renovated community hub 
now has a new entrance, new 

playground equipment, 
walking trails, a splash pad, 

pavilion and more.

The Grand Reopening of 
Virginia Hylton Park



The 2024 Ag + Art Tour of Fairfield 
County will take place on June 15th & 

16th. The Annual Kickoff Dinner will be 
held on Tuesday, June 11th, 2024 at 6 
pm. Tickets can be purchased at the 

Fairfield Farmers and Artisans Market 
(Market Opening Day- May 18th, 2024).

Fairfield County Ag + Art 
Kick Off Dinner



The 2024 Richland County Ag + Art Tour 
features 20 tour sites and more than 125 

artisans! 
What’s the Ag + Art Tour? The South 

Carolina Ag + Art Tour is the nation’s largest 
free farm and art tour! The Richland County 
tour stop is June 8 and 9 and we can’t wait 

to see you at our tour sites! Be sure to 
attend this free, self-guided tour featuring 

farms, markets, and local artisans!

Richland County Ag + Art Tour



ACTION

1.      Approval of  the Minutes of  the Board Meeting –  28 March 2024 (Enclosure 1)

Consent Agenda Items



ACTION

1.  Monthly Financial Status Report (February 2024) (Enclosure 2)

2.  FY 2025 CMCOG Annual Budget and Work Program (Enclosure 3)

3.  * 2023 – 2033 TIP Amendment – FY 2021 Sections 5307 & 5310 ARP Funds (Enclosure 4)

4.  * 2023 – 2033 TIP Amendment – FY 2021 Section 5339 Funds (Enclosure 5)

5.  * 2023 – 2033 TIP Amendment – FY 2020 Section 5307 Funds (Enclosure 6)

6.  * 2023 – 2033 TIP Amendment – Assembly Street Phase 2 (Enclosure 7)

7.  FY 2024 CMRTA Transit Asset Management Plan (Enclosure 8)

8.  Title VI Plan Update (Enclosure 9)

* Denotes item is a Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Urbanized Area Request

Regular Agenda Items



ACTION

Monthly Financial Status Report

(February 2024) 

(Enclosure 2)

Missi Labbe,
Finance Director





ACTION

FY 2025 CMCOG Annual Budget

and Work Program 

(Enclosure 3)

Missi Labbe,
Finance Director





ACTION

2023 – 2033 TIP Amendment – 

FY 2021 Sections 5307 & 5310 ARP Funds 

(Enclosure 4)

Reginald Simmons,
Deputy Executive Director / Director - Transportation



2023 – 2033 
TIP AMENDMENT 
SECTIONS 
5307, 5310, & 5339 
PROJECTS FOR 
CMRTA

By

Reginald 

Simmons

CMCOG Board 

of Directors

May 23, 2024



SECTIONS 
5307 & 5310 
PROJECTS

• Staff requests approval to amend the 2023 – 2033 

TIP to add the CMRTA Approved Projects for the 

following Programs 

• Section 5307

• Section 5310

• Section 5339 

    



SECTIONS 5307,  5310, 
& 5339 PROJECTS

• CMCOG is the designated recipient of the FTA 

Sections 5307, 5310, 5339 Federal Programs in 

the Columbia Urbanized Area.

• As the designated recipient, we have a 

Memorandum of Understanding with the 

public transit provider, CMRTA, that 

recognizes that most of the FTA grant dollars 

that are received by CMCOG will be provided 

to CMRTA for the provision of public transit.

• These funds will generally be used for 

planning, administration, capital, and 

operating assistance.



SECTIONS 5307, 5310, & 5339 PROJECTS

• Once the funding has been received, CMCOG provides the allocations to CMRTA.

• CMRTA will determine how these funds will be used to support the public transit 

system.

• Once the determination is made, CMRTA will request for these activities to be 

included in the MPO TIP as part of the federal compliance and to submit their grant 

applications to FTA. 



SECTIONS 
5307 & 5310 

ARP 
PROJECTS

In 2021 CMCOG received American Rescue Plan 
Funds in response to the COVID public health 
emergency.

The purpose of the funding was to provide relief 
to transit agencies so they can continue to 
provide service to the many Americans who 
depend on transit to get to essential jobs, 
healthcare, and vaccine appointments.

The funds could be used at 100% federal share if 
the funding was used for operations and/or 
payroll.



SECTIONS 5307 & 5310 PROJECTS

• Under this MOU, CMCOG has made the following allocations to CMRTA:

• Section 5307 Funds  FY 2021  $7,418,402

• Section 5310 Funds  FY 2021  $76,308 







• Questions



ACTION

2023 – 2033 TIP Amendment –

FY 2021 Section 5339 Funds 

(Enclosure 5)

Reginald Simmons,
Deputy Executive Director / Director - Transportation



2023 – 2033 
TIP AMENDMENT SECTION 
5339 BUS PROJECTS FOR 

CMRTA
• By

• Reginald Simmons

• CMCOG Board of Directors

• May 23, 2024



SECTIONS 
5339 

PROJECTS

In 2021 CMCOG received its annual allocation of Bus and Bus 
Facilities Funds.

The Bus and Bus Facilities Program is a federally-funded capital 
grant program initiated within the Moving Ahead for Progress in 
the 21st Century (MAP-21) authorization bill, and continued in the 
FAST Act (Fixing America’s Surface Transportation) that provides 
capital funding to replace, rehabilitate, and purchase buses and 
related equipment and to construct bus-related facilities.

The funds typically require a 15% or 20% local match.



SECTIONS 5339 PROJECTS

• Under this MOU, CMCOG has made the following allocations to CMRTA:

• Section 5339 Funds  FY 2021  $586,728





• Questions



ACTION

2023 – 2033 TIP Amendment – 

FY 2020 Section 5307 Funds 

(Enclosure 6)

Reginald Simmons,
Deputy Executive Director / Director - Transportation



2023 – 2033 
TIP AMENDMENT SECTION 

5307 PROJECTS FOR CMRTA

• By

• Reginald Simmons

• CMCOG Board of Directors

• May 23, 2024



SECTIONS 
5307 

PROJECTS

In 2020 CMCOG received its annual allocation of 
Urbanized Area Formula Funds 

The Urbanized Area Formula Funding Program (49 
U.S.C. 5307) makes federal resources available to 
governors and other recipients for transit capital 
and operating assistance and transportation-related 
planning in urbanized areas.

The funds typically require 20% local match.



SECTIONS 5307 PROJECTS

• Under this MOU, CMCOG has made the following allocations to CMRTA:

• Section 5307 Funds  FY 2020  $5,399,495.45





• Questions



ACTION

2023 – 2033 TIP Amendment – 

Assembly Street Phase 2 

(Enclosure 7)

Reginald Simmons,
Deputy Executive Director / Director - Transportation



2023 – 2033 
TIP AMENDMENT – 

ASSEMBLY STREET PHASE 2

• By

• Reginald Simmons

• CMCOG Board of Directors

• May 23, 2024



ASSEMBLY STREET PHASE 2

• Staff requests approval to amend the 2023 -  2033 TIP to add $10 million for the 

Assembly Street Phase 2 Project.



ASSEMBLY STREET PHASE 2

• Through a partnership with the City of Columbia, USC, 

and the Comet, CMCOG completed Assembly Street 

Phase I (Blossom Street to Pendleton Street)

• City of Columbia has taken the lead to address Phase 2 

from Pendleton Street to Lady Street.

• In accordance with SCDOT Guidance, this type of 

project will require a 20% match.

• Clint Shealy, Assistant City Manager will provide an 

overview of the project.



• Questions



ACTION

FY 2024 CMRTA Transit Asset Management Plan

(Enclosure 8)

Reginald Simmons,
Deputy Executive Director / Director - Transportation



CMRTA TRANSIT ASSET 
MANAGEMENT PLAN

By

Reginald Simmons

CMCOG Board of Directors

May 23, 2024



CMRTA TAM

• Staff requests approval to adopt the CMRTA 2024 Transit Asset Management Plan



CMRTA TAM

• A transit asset management plan (TAM) is a document that communicates how an 

organization manages its transportation infrastructure assets.

• A TAM covers a four-year horizon period and includes information such as asset 

inventory, condition, performance, risks, costs, investment prioritization, policy, 

improvement program, and continuous improvement.

• A TAM is a key management tool for making effective and strategic decisions about 

operating, maintaining, and improving transit assets



• Questions



ACTION

Title VI Plan Update 

(Enclosure 9)

Reginald Simmons,
Deputy Executive Director / Director - Transportation



TITLE VI / ENVIRONMENTAL 
JUSTICE PLAN

• By

• Reginald Simmons

• CMCOG Board of Directors

• May 23, 2024



TITLE VI / ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE PLAN

 Staff is requesting approval to adopt the CMCOG/COATS MPO Title VI/ 

Environmental Justice Plan.



TITLE VI / 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
JUSTICE PLAN

• Every three years, the MPO is responsible for updating its Title VI / 

Environmental Justice Plan.

• Staff has fully updated this Title VI Plan by providing an environmental 

justice component to meet the FTA guidance that is specified in Circular 

4702.1B “Title VI Requirements and Guidelines for Federal Transit 

Administration Recipients.”



TITLE VI / ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE PLAN

▪ Federal regulations require that MPOs who are federal grant recipients such as COATS, have a Title VI Program.  

▪ Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 states that no person in the United States shall, on the basis of race, color, or national 

origin, 

▪ be excluded from participation in, 

▪ be denied the benefits of, or 

▪ subjected to discrimination 

▪ Under any program or activity receiving federal financial assistance. 

▪ Title VI prohibits intentional discrimination as well as disparate impact on protected groups. The transportation planning 

regulations require consistency with Title VI and subsequent civil rights laws and regulations.



TITLE VI / 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

JUSTICE PLAN

 This updated Title VI Plan includes

 FTA Civil Right Assurance to comply with the Civil 

Rights Act, associated statues, and executive orders

 LEP Plan that identifies our outreach efforts to 

persons who have the limited ability to speak, read, 

and/or write in English

 Public participation outreach efforts to traditionally 

underserved populations

 Social equity analysis that identifies potential 

environmental justice areas in our region



TITLE VI / ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE PLAN

COATS Regional Percentages

COATS Region Richland COATS Lexington COATS

Population 690,488 411,392 279,096 

Minority Population 318,941 243,427 75,514 

% Minority Population 46.2% 76.3% 23.7%

Hispanic Population 40,317 22,546 17,771 

% Hispanic Population 5.8% 55.9% 44.1%

Over 65 Population 100,984 54,532 46,452 

% Over 65 14.6% 54.0% 46.0%

Total Household 273,038 160,679 112,359 

Total Households that speak English Not Very Well or At All 5,485 2,097 1,305 

% Limited English 2.0% 38.2% 23.8%

Households 273,038 160,679 112,359 

Households below Poverty 38,845 26,472 12,373 

% Households below Poverty 14.2% 68.1% 31.9%



TITLE VI / ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE PLAN

CMCOG-COATS MPO Policy Committee 

Total Members 53

Racial Composition 

African American or Black 12 22.6% 

Asian 0 0.0% 

Native American1 0 0.0% 

Some Other Race 0 0.0% 

Two or More Races 0 0.0% 

White 41 77.4% 

Vacant (Undetermined) 0 0.0%

Ethnic Composition 

Hispanic or Latino 0 0.0% 

Not Hispanic or Latino 53 100% 



TITLE VI / ENVIRONMENTAL 
JUSTICE PLAN

 Title VI Complaints

 Complete and return form to CMCOG-COATS MPO Compliance Officer at CMCOG-COATS MPO, 236 

Stoneridge Drive, Columbia, SC  29210 within 180 calendar days from the alleged incident. 

 The complaint will be reviewed and investigated by the proper federal and/or State agency. 

 

 The State or federal agency will contact the complainant and CMCOG-COATS MPO to notify them of the 

results of the complaint. 

 If the Complainant is unsatisfied with the response, the complaint may be presented to the Department of 

Justice within 10 calendar days from receiving the response. 

 The Department of Justice will respond to the Complainant, and/or the Individual Assisting Complainant. 



TITLE VI / ENVIRONMENTAL 
JUSTICE PLAN

 Title VI Complaints

 The CMCOG-COATS MPO Title VI Compliance Officer will maintain a log of all complaints 

received by the CMCOG-COATS MPO.  The Title VI complaint log is available at the offices of 

CMCOG-COATS MPO, located at 236 Stoneridge Drive, Columbia, SC  29210.   

 A copy of the complaint and the investigative report/findings and remedial action plan, if 

appropriate, will be issued to the proper state or federal agency (e.g.: FHWA, FTA, and SCDOT) 

within 120 calendar days of receipt of the complaint. 

 A summary of the complaint and its resolution will be included as part of the Title VI updates to 

the proper state or federal agency (e.g.: FHWA, FTA, and SCDOT). 

 Records will be available for compliance review audits. 



• Questions



INFORMATION

Britt Poole, 
Executive Director

CMCOG Committee Reports



INFORMATION

Britt Poole, 
Executive Director

Executive Director’s Report
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presents

Dementia Dialogues®

Dementia Dialogues® is an evidence-informed, nationally registered,

intervention training program designed to educate community members

and caregivers the signs and symptoms of Alzheimer’s disease and

related dementias (ADRD). This training is provided free of charge.

TOPICS
01

02

03

04

05

The Basic Facts: An Overview of Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Dementias  

Keep the Dialogue Going: Strategies for Effective Communication

It’s a Different World: Understanding the Impact of the Environment & Ways t  

Promote Independence

It’s Nothing Personal: Addressing Challenging Behaviors

Now What Do We Do? Creative Problem Solving

Individuals must complete all 5-modules to receive a Certificate of Completion.

Part 1 June 10, 2024 8:30 AM – 1:30 PM

Part 2 June 11, 2024 8:30 AM – 1:30 PM

TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES

REGISTRATION REQUIRED
Phone  

Email

803-376-5390

tmeggett@centralmidlands.org

mailto:tmeggett@centralmidlands.org


Thank you,
Midlands Technical College!!

• Special Thanks to Midlands Technical 
College for hosting the CMCOG Board 
Meetings!



Adjourn

Next Meeting – 27 June 2024

Other Business

Old/New Business
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