
Central Midlands Council of  Governments

Board Meeting

Thursday, February 22nd, 2024



Determination of  Quorum

Approve Order and Contents of  the Overall Agenda

Call to Order Will Brennan, Chair

Invocation

Introduction of  New Board Members & Guests

Good News from CMCOG - Around the Region Will Brennan

Chairman’s Introduction Will Brennan





President Biden Visits Columbia
As a result of the Inflation Reduction Act, 

Biden said, 600 permanent jobs are coming 
to South Carolina. Enphase Energy’s first 
commercialize component converts solar 
energy into electricity. It is called a Solar 

Microinverter, and they are being 
manufactured in South Carolina.

“Jobs that used to go to Mexico, India, Romania and China are now coming home to 
South Carolina. Now, Enphase is partnering with Flex to make these parts here in South 
Carolina. And today they are shipping the first micro converters made in America.”

Biden continued, “The good news is 90% of these jobs required intelligence, but don’t 
require college degrees. Flex is working with Midlands Technical College in Columbia to 
develop training and pathways for folks to get these jobs.”



Cayce Historical Museum is 
spotlighting the lives of 

interesting and impactful Black 
residents into the “African 

American Legends of Cayce.” 
The new display tells the stories 

of new and previously 
spotlighted “Legends” from the 

20th century with help from 
artifacts and video interviews.

Cayce Museum Black History 
Exhibit



Ridgeway Recreation Center

On Tuesday January 
31st, 2024 Fairfield 
County Council held 
the Ribbon Cutting 

for the new Ridgeway 
Recreation Center.



Thirteen teams competed in 
the inaugural Newberry 

Jigsaw Puzzle Competition on 
Friday, January 26, and team 
Planet Fit This walked away 
with the title of Newberry 

County Puzzle Master and a 
cash prize.

Newberry Jigsaw Puzzle 
Competition



This new development is 
expected to revitalize the 

Bluff/Atlas Road areas, negate 
blight, and enhance one of the 

main passageways into 
Columbia.  The finished 

project will include a farmers’ 
market, even venue, green 

space and more.

Bluff/Atlas Road Area 
Improvement Project



Columbia realtors Steve Joye and 
Stefanie Lane, with RE/MAX 

Advantage Group, teamed up last 
August with the Richland County 

Sheriff’s Department and collected 
100 fans with the help of their 

friends and clients. Sheriff Leon 
Lott and several of his deputies 

picked up the fans to begin 
delivering to those in need in the 

community.

Project H.O.P.E.



ACTION

1. Approval of  the Minutes of  the Board Meeting – 25 January 2024 (Enclosure 1)

2. * FY 2023-2033 COATS MPO Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) (Enclosure 2)

3. FY 2023-2033 CMCOG RPO Transportation Improvement Program (RTIP) (Enclosure 3)

4. 2045 LRTP Amendment – Regional Transportation Operations (Enclosure 4)

5. * 2020 – 2027 TIP Amendment – Columbia Traffic Signals Study (Enclosure 5)

* Denotes item is a Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Urbanized Area Request

Consent Agenda Items



ACTION

1. Monthly Financial Status Report (December 2023) (Enclosure 6)

2. 208 Plan Amendment: Richland County-Eastover WWTP Expansion (Enclosure 7)

Regular Agenda Items



ACTION

Monthly Financial Status Report
(December 2023) 

(Enclosure 6)

Missi Labbe,
Finance Director



ACTION

208 Plan Amendment:
Richland County-Eastover WWTP Expansion 

(Enclosure 7)

Gregory Sprouse,
Director – Research, Planning and Development



Major 208 Plan Amendment: Richland County – Eastover WWTP Expansion

CMCOG Board Meeting 

Background
• Richland County Utilities is requesting a 208 Plan Amendment for the expansion 

of the Eastover Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) from 1.2 MGD to 2.5 MGD

• The Eastover facility discharges into the Wateree River and provides treatment 
service for Southeast Richland County and the Town of Eastover

• The 208 Plan for the Central Midlands Region requires a major plan amendment 
for the expansion of existing WWTPs which will be expanded by at least 50% of 
the current design capacity

• RCU has consolidated and eliminated four small, outdated wastewater facilities 
in the area, and has seen an increase in new development activity

• Due to Total Phosphorus (TP) limits in the Congaree and Wateree, RCU is 
proposing to share TP between the Eastover WWTP and their Broad River 
WWTP

• The project is currently in the design phase and is expected to be complete by 
June 2026



Major 208 Plan Amendment: Richland County – Eastover WWTP Expansion

CMCOG Board Meeting 

Environmental Planning Advisory Committee (EPAC) Recommendation

• The CMCOG Environmental Planning Advisory Committee (EPAC) recommended 
approval of the 208 plan amendment at their January 17, 2024 meeting

• As part of the EPAC recommendation, the committee requested clarification 
from DHEC on the potential impacts of Richland County’s proposed phosphorous 
sharing agreement between their two WWTPs (i.e., the Eastover and Broad River 
facilities)

• DHEC provided clarification that the proposed phosphorous sharing agreement 
will not have any impacts on the phosphorous limits of other existing 
dischargers on the Congaree River

Requested Action

• CMCOG staff is requesting approval of the 208 plan amendment request to 
expand the Eastover WWTP from 1.2 MGD to 2.5 MGD



INFORMATION

Joey McIntyre, PE
SCDOT

Transportation Project Updates



Joey McIntyre, PE
Program Manager



Common Acronyms
COATS/CMCOG Widenings
COATS/CMCOG Intersections
COATS/CMCOG Interchanges
Bridge Replacement Projects
Interstate Projects
Resurfacing Projects

Agenda



PE – Preliminary Engineering
R/W or ROW – Right-of-Way
CE&I – Construction Engineering and 

Inspection

Common Acronyms



Construction is underway
Current Completion Date Summer 2024

Hard Scrabble Road Widening

Farrow Rd

Kelly Mill Rd
Clemson Rd



Construction is underway
Anticipated completion Fall 2025

Leesburg Road Widening

Fairmont Rd

Lower Richland Blvd

Ulmer Rd



ROW acquisition is underway 
Construction anticipated to begin Early 2025

S-48 Widening

Crooked Creek Rd

Woodthrush RdE. Boundary St. 

Amicks Ferry Rd.
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Construction is underway
Anticipated completion Fall 2025

Leesburg @ Patricia Drive Intersection
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 Reconfigure Existing I-26 @ US 21 Interchange

 Project let March 2023

 Anticipated completion Summer 2026

I 26 and US 21 (Exit 119)
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*Costs are in Thousands
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Bridge Replacement Schedule

Project Status

Boundary Street Projected Completion 
Summer 2024

US 176 (River Dr) over SCL RR 
(Richland) Preliminary Design 

Underway

US 21 (Blossom St) over Southern & 
SCL RR (Richland) ROW Underway

US 21 over Congaree Creek
(Lexington) Expected to let May 2024



Interstate Project Schedule

Project Status

I-26 Rehab MM 75-85 (Newberry) Anticipated completion Fall 
2025 

I-26 Widening from Exit 85 to Exit 
101

Expected completion 
December 2024



Resurfacing Schedule

Project Status

Longtown Rd. Resurfacing Expected Completion Fall 
2024

Macedonia Church Rd. Resurfacing Expected to let Fall 2024



Contact Information:

Joey McIntyre

mcintyrejd@scdot.org

803-737-1842

QUESTIONS?



INFORMATION

E. Rocky Simmons, Ph.D.
Community/Economic Development Planner

Southeast Crescent Regional Commission



SOUTHEAST CRESCENT 
REGIONAL COMMISSION

E. Rocky Simmons, Ph.D. 



SCRC MISSION

• The Southeast Crescent Regional Commission (SCRC) is a federal-state 
partnership authorized in the 2008 Farm Bill to promote and encourage 
economic development in areas of Alabama, Georgia, Mississippi, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia, and all of Florida. 

• SCRC's mission is to help create jobs, build communities, and improve the 
lives of those who reside in the 428 counties of the seven-state region.



STATE ECONOMIC AND INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT (SEID) 
GRANT PROGRAM 

Eligible Projects 

• Public infrastructure projects that are categorized as 
basic public.

• Telecommunications and Transportation. 

• That supports basic health care, access to affordable 
housing, business and workforce development, 
resource conservation and preservation, tourism, 
and recreation.

Eligible applicants

• State governments of Alabama, Georgia, Mississippi, 
North Carolina, South Carolina (39 Counties) and 
Virginia

• Local governments (village, town, city and county) 
• Other political subdivisions of States (regional planning 

commissions, local economic or community 
development activities, or a consortium of political 
subdivisions) 

• Indian Tribes; § 200.54 Indian tribe (or “federally 
recognized Indian tribe”) 

• Non-profit organization described in section 501(c) and 
501(a) 



FUNDING AVAILABILITY AND STATE ALLOCATIONS

• In FY 2023, the inaugural grant program invested $20 
million in projects that align with the priorities 
identified in the authorizing statute, Five-Year 
Strategic Plan, and State Economic Development 
Plans. 

• Each state’s grant allocation is calculated via a 
formula using percentages of equal distribution, 
total population in the region, total distressed 
population, and distressed area in square miles. 

• $50,000 minimum/$500,000 maximum 



MATCH REQUIREMENTS

• SCRC uses an index-based county economic classification system to identify 
the economic status of each county using three indicators – the three-year 
average unemployment rate, per capita market income, and poverty rate. 



COG’S ROLE

• The Regional Councils of Governments (COG) will be involved in the planning and 
project development activities required to implement the State's SCRC program. 
• The CMCOG will serve as a liaison between SCRC and State and local governments, 
nonprofit organizations (including community-based groups and educational 
institutions), the business community, and citizens, planning regional projects.



THANK YOU

E. Rocky Simmons, Ph.D.
Direct Line: 803-744-5150

Fax: 803-376-5394
Email: esimmons@cmcog.org

mailto:mlabbe@centralmidlands.org


INFORMATION

Britt Poole, 
Executive Director

CMCOG Committee Reports



INFORMATION

Britt Poole, 
Executive Director

Executive Director’s Report

















• Special Thanks to Midlands Technical 
College for hosting the CMCOG Board 
Meetings!



Adjourn

Next Meeting – 28 March 2024

Other Business

Old/New Business
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