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REGION RECEIVES MORE THAN $1 MILLION IN

GRANT FUNDS

In December 2003, received
grant funds totaling $1.125
million when all five of the
Community Development
Biock Grant (CDBG) applica-
tions submitted from around
the region were funded.

“We're absolutely thrilled to
have had all five applications
approved, said Robin Cooley,
Senior Planner & Grants Coor-
dinator at Central Midlands
COG. “These projects will
mean a lot to the local govern-
ments and residents in these
communities.”

The successful applicants
from the Fall 2003 funding
cycle were:

e Fairfield County -
$185,000 to rehabilitate
9 houses in the Winns-
boro Mill Village

e  Town of Lexington -
$288,300 to rehabilitate
9 houses in “The Hill”

Home to be Renovated with CDBG funds

e Newberry County -
$371,753 to rehabilitate
the former Carver Ele-
mentary School near
Whitmire for use as a
community center

o  Town of Whitmire -
$260,000 to upgrade
the Town’s water treat-
ment plant

e  Town of Winnsboro -
$20,000 to perform a
study of the Town’s hous-
ing stock

Application requests for the
Spring 2004 funding round
are due March 18th. Contact
Robin Cooley (803-376-5390)
for more details.

The Central Midlands
Regional Long-Term
Care Ombudsman has
developed a guide for
families of residents
in Long-Term Care Fa-
cllities.

“Navigating Through
The System” provides
a wealth of informa-
tion regarding Family
Councils, Resident’s
Rights, the Omnibus
Adult Protection Act
and mugh more.

AWARD WINNING “BE SMART” PROGRAM
ENTERS SECOND PHASE

CMCOG’s award-winning “Be
Smart” Program begins its
second phase later this year
and continues the collabora-
tion of Clemson Extension
Services, SC Department of
Consumer Affairs and Central
Midlands Area Agency on Ag-
ing.

In Phase 2, almost 400 senior
citizens attended sessions

held throughout the region to
receive information on how to
protect themselves against
problems such as identity
theft and Medicare fraud.

The “Be Smart” Program was
also presented at the recent
Celebration of Life After 55
Exposition in January at the
SC State Fairgrounds. Almost
600 people had the opportu-

nity to ask questions to the
agencies participating in this
Program. Phase 1 of “Be
Smart” can also be seen on
video and is available to the
public via the Central Mid-
lands Area Agency on Aging.

Information on both Phase 1
and Phase 2 is available from
Carol Abrahamsen (803) 376-
5390.

CMCOG HONORED WITH CLEAN

AWARD

At a ceremony at the SC State
Museum in January, CMCOG
was recognized as a leader in
improving air quality, and en-
hancing public awareness of
alternative fuels through its
commitment to and participa-
tion in the US Department of
Energy's Clean Cities Pro-
gram.

The Clean Cities Program was
created with one over-riding
mission: to advance the use

of vehicles powered by alter-
native fuels, thereby reducing
the dependency on imported
petroleum. There are cur-
rently more than 1,200 alter-
native fuel vehicles operated
by fleets within South Caro-
lina, with an additional 2,000
new AFVs expected to be on
the road by 2008.

The Paimetto State Clean Fu-
els Coalition (comprising 9
counties) was also designated

CITIES

the newest “Clean City” in the
country by the US Department
of Energy. Approximately 80
similar coalitions exist nation-
wide, comprising more than
47,000 stakeholders. For more
information on the Clean Cities
Program visit www.
paimettocleanfuels.org.
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CMCOG
PROJECTS

Brownfield sites are defined
as real property, of which the
expansion, redevelopment, or
reuse may be complicated by
the presence or potential
presence of a hazardous sub-
stance, poliutant, or contami-
nant.

Central Midlands Council of
Governments has applied for
a $200,000 in federal grant
funds from the Environmental
Protection Agency to advance
the goals of Brownfield rede-
velopment in the region.
CMCOG will utilize the funds

for the identification of Brown-

field sites, assessment of
their condition and the devel-
opment of concepts for site
remediation. CMCOG will
work with local governments

to establish a Central Mid
lands Brownfields Task Force
that will work to create an
awareness of Brownfields
redevelopment efforts and
create sustainable reuse
plans for identified sites that
are prioritized for redevelop-
ment plans. Efforts will be
made to redevelop sites
throughout the Central Mid-
lands region with concentra-
tion on major needs areas.

Central Midlands COG plans
to build on the foundation of
the US EPA Brownfields pro-

gram by continuing the efforts

made to reuse property for
capital investments, help in-
crease local tax bases of local
governments and create jobs
by involving citizens in the

TACKLES BROWNFIELDS

redeveiopment process. Un-
going efforts to spur eco-
nomic development for local
governments will be met by
assisting in the implementa-
tion of long-range planning
efforts of the respective locale
in the identification of reus-
able vacant properties.

For more information on
Brownfields, contact Tiaa
Booker, Senior Planner on
(803) 376-5390

Brownfield Sites Have
Redevelopment Potential

WETLANDS MITIGATION BANK PLANNED

Central Midlands Council of
Governments is in the proc-
ess of selecting a consultant
to develop a wetland and
stream mitigation bank for
the Central Midlands Region.

The bank would be available
to property owners interested
in selling mitigation credits.

The COG would assist the
property owner by determin-
ing the number of credits
available on the property, and
selling the credits to inter-
ested buyers needing to miti-
gate wetland and stream en-
croachment as part of their
development.

The COG issued an RFP in

late December 2003 and
hopes to select a consultant
in early February.

SC Wetlands need protection
as Development continues.

ELDER ABUSE

In FY 2002-03, the Central
Midlands Regional Long -
Term Care Ombudsman Pro-
gram logged 1,255 cases;
the highest number of cases
reported in 9 years. This
represents a 172% increase
from the 461 cases reported
in 1994-95.

The Ombudsman program
investigates, or causes to be
investigated, reports of
abuse, neglect and exploita-
tion on behalf of residents in

CASES CONTINUE TO RISE

long term care facilities. Qual-
ity of care issues, improper
discharges and residents
rights issues are also ad-
dressed and investigated.

Anna Harmon, Regional Om-
budsman Program Coordina-
tor, attributes two main rea-
sons for the increase in the
numbher of cases reported.
“There are now more long
term care beds in the region
than and the public is now

more aware of the courses of
action open to them if they sus-
pect family members in long
term care facilities are being
abused or neglected,” said Ms.
Harmon.

“T'he challenges
assoctated with
Brownfields
Redevelopment
can be compared
to solving the
Rubike’s Cube;
however, it’s not
as simple as
peeling off the
labels. It takes
paﬂmw and time
to address all the
complexcities.”

Joe Alexander

NC Research
Triangle Institute
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In response to the 2000 Disas-
ter Mitigation Act, the South

Carolina Councils of Government
were contracted by the SC Emer-

gency Management Division to
prepare regional Hazard Mitiga-

tion and Risk Assessment Plans.

The faderal legislation was en-
acted to ensure that mitigation
action plans are adopted at the
local level. The primary compo-
nents of the plan include: a
comprehensive natural hazard
risk assessment, a social vul-
nerability study, and an inven-
tory of potential mitigation
goals and projects.

The CMCOG Planning and Re-
search Departments are using
Geographic Information Sys-
tems (GIS) as a key component
of the planning process. GIS is
used to analyze historical
weather patterns and 2000
census data to create a series
of maps illustrating where natu-
ral hazard events are occurring

and how these events are affect-

ing the communities of the cen-
tral midlands region. Natural
Hazards such as hurricanes,
wildfire, hail, tornados, and
earthquakes are all included in
the analysis.

Countywide planning commit-
tees are using the hazard maps

GIS is used to mitigate against
natural disasters.

REGIONAL HAZARD MITIGATION
PLAN UNDER DEVELOPMENT

and demographic data to
identify potential mitigation
projects within their local ju-
risdictions. These core-
planning teams consist of
representatives from local
governments, school districts,
state agencies, utility compa-
nies, emergency management
personnel, and the general
public.

Upon completion, a draft of
the plan including letters of
initial support from participat-
ing town, cities, and counties
will be submitted to the Emer-
gency Management Division
of the S. C. Adjutant General's
office.

A final draft of the report
should be completed by the
end of June 2004.

Any questions or input into
this process should be di-
rected to John Huffman at the
offices of Central Midlands
Council of Governments.



