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Glossary

Water Quality Management Plan - refers to the plan required by Section 208 of
the Clean Water Act and CFR 40 Part 130.

The Clean Water Act - (Public Law 92-500) In 1972, Congress passed the
Federal Water Pollution Control Act. Its purpose is to ‘restore and maintain the
chemical, physical, and biological integrity of the Nation’s waters.” P.L. 92-500
was amended in 1977 and 1987. The 1987 law is referred to as the “Clean
Water Act’ and is the law under which the water quality management program is

operated.

Central Midlands Regional Planning Council - the administrative agency for
water quality management planning in the Central Midlands planning area.

South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control - the state-level
planning and coordinating agency for water quality management planning.

Non-Point Source - NPS is an unconfined area from which pollutants are washed
into a body of water. Examples of NPS are agricultural run-off, urban run-off,
and sedimentation from construction sites.

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System - allows the EPA or the
SCDHEC to require and issue a permit for the discharge of any pollutant or
combination of pollutants into a lake or stream. Under NPDES, a discharge
must be controlled according to Public Law 92-500 and its time requirements for

pollution abatement.

Section 201 - Refers to a section of the Clean Water Act requiring a “facility
plan” (wastewater plant/system engineering and design plans) to be prepared
before any EPA wastewater facility construction grants or loans could be issued
to an applicant. Because the EPA no longer offers grant monies, this
requirement is not enforced. However, if a jurisdiction seeks loan money from
the State Revolving Loan Fund (a Federal financing substitute for grant money),
it must prepare a 201 plan as supporting documentation for the loan.

Section 208 - refers to the section of Public Law 92-500 that provides for the
development and implementation of Water Quality Management Plans.

Central Midlands planning area - the area encompassing Fairfield, Lexington,
Newberry, and Richland Counties, South Carolina.
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ma/!l or milligrams per liter - unit of measurement for expressing concentrations
of pollutants such as suspended solids, biological oxygen demand, or dissolved

oxygen.

Designated Management Agency - Term used to describe those agencies
selected by the governor and EPA to carry out the provisions of the water quality
management plan.

Designated Management Agency Area - A defined area where the Designated

Management Agency has responsibility for implementing the water quality
management plan.

Dissolved Oxygen (DQ) - The concentration of oxygen dissolved in water.
Adequate oxygen levels are necessary to maintain biological metabolism,
aquatic life, and a balanced biotic community. Insufficient dissolved oxygen
concentration may result in fish kills, anaerobic decomposition of organic
material, and subsequent production of noxious gasses and floating sludge.
These undesireable conditions adversely impact recreational water use.

Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD) - The amount of oxygen consumed by
aerobic biological processes in the decomposition of organic material.

Nutrients - All substances essential for the maintenance, growth, and
reproduction of living organisms. Two of the most important nutrients affecting
aquatic biological systems are phosphorus and nitrogen. Phosphorus is a major
component of living cells and is essential to respiration and photosynthesis.
Nitrogen is important for bacterial decomposition of organic matter. These
nutrients are normally present in limited quantities and restrict biological
productivity. However, when present in large amounts, nutrients increase
aquatic plant and algal growth and accelerate eutrophication, the natural aging
process of water bodies. At advanced stages of eutrophication decomposing
organic material and elevated respiration rates deplete dissolved oxygen in the
water resulting in fish kills and other noxious conditions indicative of poor water
quality. Many nutrients enter surface waters from natural sources; however,
man’s domestic, agricultural, and industrial activities often directly or indirectly
contribute excessive amounts. .

Sludge, or biosolids - Any solid, semi-solid, or liquid residue generated from a
municipal, private domestic (including septage), commercial, industrial, or water
supply treatment plant which is not approved as part of point source discharge.
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